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finally successful, would restore Poland, still their performance was
not brilliant.

Nevertheless, when Hitler in a speech early in October publicly
offered peace, the English and French governments paid no atten-
tion. If they were not yet prepared to wage enterprising war,
neither were they ready to quit.

Meanwhile, the high spirit of the Poles had never burned more
brightly than in what seemed total defeat. Their leaders were ac-
customed to go into exile abroad, and at home to struggle against
fearful odds. Both the combativeness of the numerous Polish ref-
ugees and the potential strength of the "underground" army, which
was organized under the German heel, were notable.

From the surrender of the last Polish fortress on October 2 until
April 9, 1940, just over six months, there followed a strange pause.
At sea German submarines and planes waged sporadic warfare
against Allied merchant shipping and antisubmarine forces, but on
land and in the air over the land nothing happened The garrisons
of the two fortified zones occasionally fired at each other, while
British planes from time to time dropped leaflets on Germany urg-
ing the people there to revolt against their National Socialist gov-
ernment which had just won so brilliant a victory in Poland, and
that was all

This unexpected pause became a subject for jest. In America it
was called the "phony war," in England the "sitzkrieg or "Bore
War." The Germans continued actively organizing new units; by
the end of April they had over 190 divisions of various sorts, an in-
crease of more than 50 as compared with their September total,
while the French added only 4 new divisions to their original 111,
making a total of 115, and the British increased their expeditionary
force in France to 10 combat divisions, plus 3 others still imperfectly
organized and short of artillery. These, together with independent
units and a Polish division of which the officers and men had either
been living outside of their own country or had escaped from it since
its fall, made a total of about ISO Allied divisions, of which 3 of the
British were incomplete and 18 of the French were on the Italian
front or in Syria and North Africa, leaving a total of about 109 for
the German front Obviously, in the Allied camp defensive theory
still ruled. In November and again in January the Germans moved